How to Draw a Plot Plan
What is a plot plan?
A plot plan is a scaled drawing showing the location of proposed additions to your property. A
plot plan is required any time you are planning to add an accessory structure to your property (i.e. a
shed, pool, carport, or similar structure), add on to your home (a deck, a porch, or similar addition), or
add a fence to your property.
Larger or more complex projects may require a site plan prepared by a design professional (architect,
surveyor, or engineer).
Why is a plot plan required?
All land in the Town limits is governed by the Cheraw Zoning Ordinance. A plot plan ensures
that we meet the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. Drawing one may sound complicated, but let
us guide you through the process to create a simple
How do I draw one?
All drawings must use a ruler

1. First, pick your scale. The scale ensures your drawing will be proportional. Depending on the
scale of your project, your scale might be 1 inch = 10 feet, or 1 inch = 20 feet, etc…
2. Draw your lot. You can determine the shape of your lot from the Chesterfield County GIS
System here: https://chesterfieldsc.wthgis.com/
3. Determine the length of your lot lines. You can obtain this information from your deed. If you
do not have a copy of your deed you can get one from the Chesterfield County Register of Deeds
or online at https://www.sclandrecords.com/sclr/. There may be a fee
a. It is also possible the Deeds office will have a copy of your plat on file, which is a scaled
drawing of your property. These may also be found online.
4. Draw your house on the lot. Include distances from all lot lines and the dimensions of your
home.
5. Draw all other sheds, carports, pools, decks, and patios. Include the dimensions of each building
and how far they are from the lot lines.
6. Draw your proposed additions to your property. Use a dotted line and include distances from
the lot lines.
7. Mark the location of any streets abutting the property.

Things that need to be included on your plot plan:
• The location of all current and proposed buildings, structures, fences, etc. Labeled
• The distance of all structures from the lot lines and the distance from each other.
• Your name, address, and contact information.
I am sure you still have questions!
Q: How do I know how big my lot is?
A: You might have a plat or professional survey of your property. This is something already drawn to
scale that you can draw your proposed additions on. If your property has a survey or plat you might be
able to find it in the Chesterfield County Register of Deeds or online here:
https://www.sclandrecords.com/sclr/
Q: I don’t have a plat or survey?
A: There are still ways to get this information. We are going to use a piece of property obtained by the
Town as an example.
You can obtain a rough idea of what your lot looks like through the Assessor’s Office by going here:
https://chesterfieldsc.wthgis.com/

Figure 1 From the Assessor's GIS Program we can get a general idea of the shape of the property. We can also use the
measuring tool to get a rough idea of how long each side is, which is fond in the Tools section seen on the image above.

Then using your deed you can find out the exact length of your lot lines! Sometimes a plat and deed can
be found online here(there may be a charge to obtain the information)
https://www.sclandrecords.com/sclr/
If you can not find the information online, you may need to go to the Chesterfield County Register of
Deeds Office located in Chesterfield.

Let’s assume you find your deed online and see something that looks like the image below.

Figure 2 From the deed we now know that the lot is 200 feet deep and 140 feet wide. Using this information, we are now ready
to draw our plot plan.

Knowing that the property is a square that is 140 feet wide and 200 feet deep, we can now draw our
plot plan. Since this lot is bigger, we will be using a bigger scale, say 1 inch = 20 feet. The resulting
drawing will look like this.

Q: I am unsure of where my property line is located?
A: If there are issues with understanding your property boundaries you may need to have your property
surveyed. If you are making major alterations to your property the Town Zoning Administrator may
require a site plan prepared by a professional to ensure zoning compliance.
If you are putting up a fence and property boundary markers can not be located, then you will likely
need to have your property surveyed.

Figure 3 Iron pins like this one often mark property boundaries. These are key to identifying lot lines. Other markers include
pipes, pieces of metal, or stakes with bright flagging on them.

If you require any help, please contact the Zoning Administrator at 843-537-7283.

